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BEHIND THE ARTWORKS

The idea of a theatrical play about some of the main characters of the Italian
architecture history, the same people who changed our way of living reinventing the
places we live and the objects we use, comes from the study of documents, books,
letters and quotes.
Documents with a baffling modernity, that need to be passed down to the new
generations, so they can understand how the art and the “profession” can be a mean of
struggle and emancipation. In every historical period.
Here comes the will to tell lives of men who fought against a totalitarian regime in order
to establish a Movement of social redemption, paying sometimes with their own lives
their choice for independence and freedom.

F. Albini, P. Bottoni, , E. N. Rogers, G. Banfi. Casa della Cultura di Milano, 1950
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F. Albini, G. Pagano, R. Camus, G. Minoletti, G. Mazzoleni,
G. Palanti - Casa a Struttura d’acciaio, V Triennale 1933

Franco Albini con R. Camus, G. Palanti –
Quartiere di case popolari, Fabio Filzi, 1936 -38 Milano

G. Pagano, Università Bocconi, Milano

BBPR, Torre Velasca, Milano, 1956-58
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WHY A THEATRICAL PLAY DEDICATED TO THE ARCHITECTURE?
Because, in the words of Pagano:
“…the architecture is the ultimate document of both the greatness and the
misery of the people. … It is the notary of the history, an act of faith and
bravery”.

Il Coraggio del Proprio Tempo at Politecnico di Milano - May 2015

The text aims to lighten the relations between the artists and ideals, connecting each others.
It focuses on the great importance of the international inspirations, often coming from the
Nordic Countries: a good example is represented by the famous architect and designer Alvar
Aalto, whose work was of a great influence in the disclosure of the Italian Modern Movement.
The play would like to tell how oneself’s profession, if lived as a mission, could grow into a
mean to fight for an individual and collective freedom. A fight not only against totalitarian
regimes, but also against intolerance and apathy, against false idols and ideals of a “fake”
society also based on the architecture of ostentation.

F. Albini con W. Gropius

F. Albini con L. Steiner

G. Pagano dopo la fuga dal carcere
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A play on men who changed Italy, its appearance and its way of living. A cross
section on a period of Italian history.

The way modern architecture is born in Italy throughout the fascism era. The curiosity,
the experimentation, the fight for a free thinking, the ethics in a profession.
The first thoughts at the origin of Design and the Modern Architecture.
Edoardo Persico, Giuseppe Pagano and the rationalism movement; the Triennale and the
Fiera di Milano; the magazine Casabella and the very first exhibitions; Franco Albini and
the social value of the architecture.
The main city is Milan, where the “Artistic Rationalism”, as defined by Persico, arose.

SOURCES
Maria Brandon Albini’s text, “La Gibigianna”, is the theme: an overview of Italy between
the two World Wars and of the intellectuals of the time.
The text is integrated to many others by Albini, Pagano, Persico, BBPR, Ponti, Palanti,
Gardella...
Videos and pictures of the time go along with the play (composed by letters, articles and
publications of the different archives) to illustrate the political and cultural spirit during
the Fascism ages.

Albini con De Carlo, Gropius, e Rogers

Drugman, Helg, Albini, Belgioioso, Scarpa, Cortesi, Gambirasio, Baffa, Levi
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Whom the show is addressed to:
Universities, Museums, Foundations, Theatres, Cultural Institutes.
A play conceived for every audience, especially for young people, like the main
characters of the story were.

TIME: 60 minutes
CAST: Actor: Enrico Ballardini
Musician/Composer: Alessandro Nidi
A technician
A producer

The play is based mainly on a video scenic design, flexible and adaptable to
different types of location.
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